Minutes

Annual General Meeting

17th July 2007

PRESENT:
Mayors 
Dale Williams, Frana Cardno, Garry Moore, Jenny Brash, John Forbes, Les Probert, Mary Bourke, Maureen Reynolds, Paul Matheson, Peter Tennent, Alan Livingston, Alan McLay, Alan Milne, Alistair Sowman, Barbara Arnott, Bede O’Malley, Bob Buchanan, Brendan Duffy, Clayton Stent, Clive Geddes, Colin Holmes, David Ogden, Gary McPhee, Garry Jackson, George Wood, Graeme Weld, Heather Tanguay, Ian McKelvie, Janie Annear, Jim Gerard, John Hurley, John O’Neill, John Tregidga, Juno Hayes, Kevin Heays, Kevin Winters, Lawrence Yule, Malcolm Campbell, Malcolm Macpherson, Mark Ammon, Maureen Pugh, Meng Foon, Michael McEvedy, Neil Sinclair, Pamela Peters, Peter Chin and Philippa Barriball

Deputy Mayor Warren Furner (Ruapehu) and Deputy Mayor Ann Candy (Manukau)

MTFJ

Jan Francis and Mo Pettit

Government Representatives
Hon David Benson-Pope

Officials Group

Colin Drew, LGNZ and Mike Smith, MSD.

Invited Guests

Marcus Akuhata-Brown and Martin McGuire (DIA)
APOLOGIES:
Mayors

Yvonne Sharp, Tim Shadbolt, Bob Harvey, Wayne Guppy, Adrienne Staples, Bob Francis, Bob Simcock, Brian Jeffares, Dick Hubbard, Hugh Vercoe, John Coles, John Law, John Robertson, Kerry Prendergast, Mark Ball, Martin Sawyers, Peter Harris, Peter King, Sir Barry Curtis, Stuart Crosby, Sue Morris, Tim Gilbertson and Tony Kokshoorn.
Government Representatives
Right Hon Helen Clarke, Prime Minister; Hon Steve Maharey, Minister of Education; Hon Trevor Mallard, Minister of Economic Development and Hon Ruth Dyson, Minister of Labour.
Officials Group

Anne Shaw, Department of Internal Affairs; Alison Dalziel, Department of Labour; Wayne Morgan, Ministry of Economic Development; Christine Murphy, Ministry of Education; Mark Quinlivan, Ministry of Social Development; Alison Thom, Te Puni Kokiri; Grant Klinkum, Tertiary Education Commission and Janet Brown, Career Services.
Invited Guests

Stephen Tindall, Tindall Foundation and Trevor Gray, Tindall Foundation

WELCOME
Taskforce Chair, Mayor Paul Matheson welcomed Mayors, Hon David Benson-Pope and invited guests to the meeting and made note of the Ministers speech to the Conference in  which he spoke of the strong partnership between the Mayors Taskforce for Jobs and the government.   Paul encourage the Mayors to view the Annual General meeting as a time to celebrate both the work of the Taskforce collectively and also what they individually had achieved in their regions.

PREVIOUS MINUTES
Minutes from the Annual General Meeting 2006 were presented to the meeting.   It was proposed that they be accepted as a true and accurate record.  
Moved – Frana Cardno

Seconded – Peter Tennent

Carried
REPORT FROM THE CHAIR
Paul extended best wises to Deputy Chair, Mayor Yvonne Sharp who was unable to attend the meeting.   Thanks were extended for the support received in the 2006-2007 year, particularly from Jan Francis, Mo Pettit, Sally Gray and Celia Lashlie.   Paul noted the slightly different angle the Taskforce had taken with its involvement in the Christchurch meeting following the death of two teenagers.   He noted that this gathering was an indication of Mayors’ leadership around the country and through the strength of their stand at the time, the office of the Mayor was viewed with renewed respect.    He also encouraged the mayors to gather twice a year, seeing this time as valuable for networking and to reinforce their position of influence at a time when the pressure of accountability is increasing.   Paul also extended thanks to the Ministry of Social Development, Department of Labour and The Tindall Foundation for the funding the Taskforce receives from them – funding that has enabled many new and exciting initiatives around the country.
It was proposed that the Chairs report  be accepted

Moved – Mary Bourke

Seconded – Jenny Brash

Carried
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
The annual accounts were presented to the meeting.  It was proposed that they be accepted.

Moved – John Forbes

Seconded – Peter Tennent

Carried
THANKS FOR DEPARTING CORE GROUP MAYORS
Peter Tennent gave a vote of thanks to Mayor Mary Bourke for her energy and enthusiasm for the work of the Taskforce and her input as a Core Group Mayor.   Mary was presented with a gift of appreciation.

On a lighter note, Hon David Benson-Pope presented Mary with a plastic dump truck, saying “Rumour has it that you are dusting off your HT licence, so we thought you might need a little practice.”

Jenny Brash gave a vote of thanks to Mayor Garry Moore for his vision in starting the Taskforce and his passion in ensuring its growth in the early stages.   In reply Garry Said “most important of all is that we do our job well – all of you own the issue.   We need to continue to look ahead and work out where our communities need the leadership we can offer.   I leave feeling very positive.”   Garry was presented with a gift of appreciation.   Hon David Benson-Pope presented Garry with a Bob the Builder Toolkit, noting “We hear you will have much more time to work on your ‘first love’ so here are some new tools to help.”

Frana Cardno gave a vote of thanks to Mayor Paul Matheson for the strengths he brought to the work of the Taskforce during his tenure as Chair.   She noted that his passion and leadership had resulted in excellent working relationships with our partners.   Paul was presented with a gift of appreciation.   Hon David Benson-Pope presented Paul with a battery operated guitar, saying “After your stunning premier performance at the Hamilton Forum we know you will be in demand as a guest performer at future local government events.
CLOSING REMARKS

(Mayor Dale Williams)

Dale paid tribute and acknowledgement to Yvonne and other Mayors who are struggling with the problems caused by bad weather in their regions.   He also paid tribute to Paul and the leadership he brought to the Taskforce, saying that for him (Dale) the past year had been one of the best of his life with so much being achieved.   Thanks were extended to Jan, Mo and the team who work tirelessly behind the scenes keeping things on track and moving ahead.   Dale reminded everyone that the Taskforce does help to achieve results, by giving the opportunity to work in partnership with others.   He then asked the Mayors “Are you getting the best out of your membership of the Taskforce?   If the answer is No, let us help you achieve your goals.”    Dale acknowledged the support of the government, seeing this as crucial to the success of the Taskforce, and the real collaboration taking place between the Taskforce and government agencies.   However he sounded a note of caution that nothing must be taken for granted lest the silo effect reappear.   Dale finished the meeting with the following challenge:  “Our communities need us, as Mayors, to look forward.   We must keep thinking what are the next needs in our communities; what are the next skill shortages we will be facing.   Taking note of all that we must add young people into the mix.”
The meeting concluded with entertainment provided by the Invercargill based band Celtic Affair.
