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Minutes

Annual General Meeting

28th July 2009 

PRESENT

Mayors 

Alan Livingston, Alistair Sowman, Bede O’Malley, Bob Harvey, Brendan Duffy, Chalky Leary, Clive Geddes, Dale Williams, David Ogden, Frana Cardno, Garry Daniell, Gary McPhee, Hugh Vercoe, Ian McKelvie, Janie Annear, Jenny Brash, Jenny Rowan, John Forbes, Jono Naylor, Kelvin Coe, Kevin Heays, Kevin Winters, Lawrence Yule, Len Brown, Les Probert, Malcolm Macpherson, Mark Ammon, Maureen Pugh, Maureen Reynolds, Neil Sinclair, Peter Chin, Peter Tennent, Richard Kempthorne, Ron Keating, Ross Dunlop, Ross Paterson, Tracy Hicks, Trish Giddens and Wayne Guppy.

Deputy Mayor Michael Malthus (Hurunui).
Mayors Taskforce for Jobs

Jan Francis and Mo Pettit

Invited Guests

Mike Smith, Ministry of Social Development; Roger Gyles, Civic Assurance-LGNZ; Celia Lashlie.
APOLOGIES

Mayors

Malcolm Campbell, Penny Webster, Andrew Williams, Barbara Arnott, Bob Simcock, Garry Jackson, John Coles, John Edwards, John Tregidga, Kerry Prendergast, Mark Ball, Neil Tiller, Patrick McManus, Philippa Barriball Peter Harris, Rick Cooper, Stan Semenoff, Sue Morris and Tony Kokshoorn, 
Government Representatives

Hon Paula Bennett, Hon Rodney Hide, Hon Anne Tolley, Hon Dr Pita Sharples
Invited Guests

Stephen Tindall, The Tindall Foundation; Felicity Bollen, Department of Labour; Colin Drew, Department of Labour; Patricia Read, Ministry of Social Development.
WELCOME

The Taskforce Chair, Mayor Dale Williams, welcomed Mayors and invited guests to the meeting. 

PREVIOUS MINUTES

Minutes from the Annual General Meeting 2008 were presented to the meeting.   It was proposed that they be accepted as a true and accurate record.  

Moved – Peter Tennent
Seconded – Maureen Pugh
Carried
REPORT FROM CHAIR

Dale spoke of the Taskforce working to build a relationship with the new Government and that a Memorandum of Understanding had been signed which acknowledged the importance of the Taskforce in today’s climate.   The Taskforce seeks to have better engagement at the point of policy being drafted.   Dale has monthly meetings with the Hon Paula Bennett and monthly meetings with Mike Smith, MSD, have now been introduced for Dale and Jan. 

Youth Transitions and Connections are key areas of focus for the Taskforce and we are still working towards covering all school leavers by the end of 2010.   Mayors who do not have Youth Transitions or Connections programmes in their communities need to give thought to our vision that every school leaver has the support to connect to opportunities within their own communities. 
Core Group

Dale acknowledged the work of the Core Group and the vital role they play in ensuring the goals of the Taskforce are moved forward in an effective and timely manner.

Youth Week

This year there has been a great response from member Councils to the offer of funding for Youth Week projects in their areas.

Industry Training Graduations

Although there have been a good number of graduations in the past year there is still work to be done.   For a variety of reasons, not all areas hold graduations and it is important to have a public occasion, supported by the individual industries and the mayor, to acknowledge the hard work put in by the apprentices and trainees.
P/As Training Day

A successful training day for PAs was held in Wellington during the year.   The focus of the day was to outline the work of the Taskforce and how the PAs could assist the Mayor to work on this issue.  Marcus Akuhata-Brown and Celia Lashlie spoke to the group on their involvement and the importance of the Taskforce.  The PAs appreciated the day and the opportunity to network with one another and also to meet the Local Government New Zealand staff with whom they have substantial contact.  A similar day will be held this financial year.

Job Summit
Dale was invited to participate in the Prime Minister’s Job Summit held in February.  Leaders were challenged to come up with proposals which will lessen the impact of the global recession.  On behalf of the Taskforce Dale advanced issues of youth employment and the role of the Mayors Taskforce in ameliorating recessionary pressures at the local level.  Dale is also working with a group headed by Stephen Tindall to look at practical projects which will lift participation of Maori and Pacific people in training and employment.

Industry Partners
Meetings between the Taskforce and our industry partners – Business New Zealand, Economic Development Agency of New Zealand, Council of Trade Unions and Industry Training Federation have recommenced.

Alternative Education

Dale thanked the Mayors for their response for feedback on this issue and asked that Mayors respond to communication from the Taskforce where possible.
Youth Guarantee

Announcements about the Youth guarantee will see 1,100 FTEs in Polytechnics and Wananga.
 “What Do Mayors Want From the Taskforce?”

Dale invited input from those in attendance.

Jenny Brash – enquired about the status of Fresh Start.

Presently there is no dialogue on this issue.  Jan to follow-up.

Bob Harvey – Can individual mayors create their own projects?

Yes mayors can create their own projects.   The role of the Taskforce is to enable Mayors to be resourced and assisted to develop what works in their areas.
John Forbes – Status of Graduation Funding

Suggested that ITOs be asked to contribute to Industry Graduations where possible.   Jan will follow this up.
Dale extended thanks to the Core Group, the Executive Officer and Executive Assistant and also to member Councils

The report was accepted.

Moved – Dale Williams
Seconded – Gary McPhee 

Carried
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

After some questions from the floor regarding the use of retained funds, it was moved that the accounts be accepted.
Moved – Dale Williams 
Seconded – Gary McPhee 
Carried

Dale noted that there were increasing demands on the Taskforce and that there may need to reprioritise some activities.
GENERAL
Peter Tennent moved a vote of thanks to all the Core Group members.  This was seconded by Bede O’Malley.
Alistair Sowman identified the Taskforce as a major priority in his Mayoralty and congratulated Dale on the time, work and effort he puts in to his role as Chair.
Kevin Winters asked about ways of working smarter throughout the year and proposed the use of video-conferencing rather than meeting in Wellington apart from two meetings a year with the Minister.   This would cut down on time away from the office and associated costs.
Lawrence Yule informed the meeting that the proecess is underway to link all Councils around New Zealand and that video-conferencing as mentioned by Kevin Winters could be a real possibility in the not too distant future.

Bob Harvey encouraged all Mayors to use their energy to create an event and offered his own experience and expertise as a resource to fellow Mayors.

Jono Naylor noted that the Core Group takes information directly to the Ministers.  Jono asked Mayors to share their good news stories with the Core Group.

DEPARTING CORE GROUP MAYORS

Taskforce Deputy Chair, Maureen Reynolds, offered thanks on behalf of the Taskforce to Malcolm Macpherson and Tracy Hicks who are both stepping down from the Core Group.  She presented them both with a small gift.   Thanks were also expressed to Tim Shadbolt who was not present.
NEW CORE GROUP MAYORS

Jenny Rowan and Kelvin Coe have expressed their interest in being on the core Group.   Thanks were extended to them from Dale.

CLOSING REMARKS

Mayor Maureen Reynolds – Taskforce Deputy Chair

Maureen closed the meeting with some thoughts about the role and direction of the Taskforce and encouraged all in attendance to become more involved in achieving the Taskforce’s goals and to be active in using the resources available to them through their membership.
The meeting closed at 6.30pm.

